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We hear John the Baptist coming to prepare the way for the Lord, whose 

earthly birth we are preparing to celebrate and whose coming again on the 

Last Day is the promise of resurrection and eternal life for all who believe. 

Between our coming to faith and His coming again, we are called to lives of 

faith that continue to rejoice, to pray, and to give thanks in every circumstance. 

We can do that because we have come to the light of our salvation and hope 

of eternal life. Now certainly it’s easier to rejoice, pray, and give thanks when 

things are going well. It’s another thing when we suffer illness or persecution, 

the reverses, challenges, and disappointments of life. Nevertheless, the Spirit of 

Christ seeks to enable us to do just that—to rejoice always, to pray always, and 

to give thanks to God always in all circumstances. This is holy living, constantly 

keeping the eyes of faith on the sure and certain Word and promises of God 

for His people, the God who blesses, keeps, comforts, and strengthens us every 

day. We rejoice with the psalmist, saying, “This is the day that the Lord has 

made; let us rejoice and be glad in it” (Psalm 118:24). 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

To Our Congregation and Guests about the Lord’s Supper 

          The Lord’s Supper is Jesus’ meal of forgiveness and strength. However, because those who eat and drink our Lord’s 

body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because we also believe that receiving the Lord’s Supper together 

is an outward profession of unity with one another in faith and doctrine, we would therefore only invite communicant 

members of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod to receive this gift with us. If you still desire to receive the sacrament, 

please first speak with the pastor.  

         Guests are still encouraged to come to the altar, cross their arms over their chests, and receive a special blessing. 
 

         Preparation for the Lord’s Supper can be made by reading the front inside cover and pp. 326-327 of the hymnal along 

with reaffirming the following statements: 

• I am baptized. 

• I repent of my sins, trusting in Jesus’ atoning sacrifice for forgiveness and eternal life. 

• I believe that I will eat Jesus’ actual flesh and blood in, with, and under bread and wine. 

• As Jesus has forgiven and loved me, I do not refuse to forgive and love. 

• By God’s grace I will continue to frequently receive Word and Sacrament,  

and I will strive to lead a Godly life to the praise and honor of Jesus’ holy name. 
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LSB pgs. 184-202 
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 Service of Preparation  
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath                                                                                      Jim & Terri Diesing | 8:00 am 

Tom, Jean and Jaxon Moffitt | 10:45 am  

          Hugo, Cathy and Anthony Fernandez | 1:30 pm 
 

Hymn of Invocation LSB 398  “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed’            FREUT EUCH, IHR LIEBEB 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 Confession and Absolution  
 

    L    In the name of the Father and the   Son and of the Holy Spirit.  LSB pgs. 184-185 

    C  Amen.                Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
  

    L  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins  

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ  

to grant us forgiveness.       [Hebrews 10:22] 
 

    L  Our help is in the name of the Lord,     Psalm 124:8 

    C  who made heaven and earth. 

    L  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

    C  and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.    Psalm 32:5 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

       L O almighty God, merciful Father, 

       C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You 

and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 

repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 
 

       P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.     John 

20:19-23 

       C Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 Service of the Word  
 

Introit                                         ”Psalm 85:8-9, 12-13; antiphon: Psalm 85:7” 

L Show us your steadfast love, O LORD,     Psalm 85:7 

       and grant us your salvation. 

C 8 Let me hear what God the LORD will speak,    Psalm 85:8-9 

         for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints;  

              but let them not turn back to folly. 

L 9 Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, 

         that glory may dwell in our land. 

C 12 Yes, the LORD will give what is good,     Psalm 85:12-13 

          and our land will yield its increase. 

L 13 Righteousness will go before him 

           and make his footsteps a way. 
 

Gloria Patri         LSB pg. 186 

 

 
 

       L  Show us your steadfast love, O LORD,     Psalm 85:7 

      and grant us your salvation. 
 

Kyrie    “Lord, Have Mercy”           Mark 10:47, LSB pg. 186 

 

 

 
 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day       LSB 189 

       L The Lord be with you.       2 Timothy 4:22 

    C  And with thy spirit. 

    L  Let us pray. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers  

       C and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; 

    L for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

       C Amen. 
 



 

 

 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 

 because the Lord has anointed me 

to bring good news to the poor; 

 he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

 and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, 

 and the day of vengeance of our God; 

 to comfort all who mourn; 

to grant to those who mourn in Zion— 

 to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

 the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; 

that they may be called oaks of righteousness, 

 the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified. 

They shall build up the ancient ruins; 

 they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, 

 the devastations of many generations. . . . 

For I the Lord love justice; 

 I hate robbery and wrong; 

I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

 and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

Their offspring shall be known among the nations, 

 and their descendants in the midst of the peoples; 

all who see them shall acknowledge them, 

 that they are an offspring the Lord has blessed. 

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; 

 my soul shall exult in my God, 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 

 he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 

 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 

 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 

 to sprout up before all the nations. 

       L This is the Word of the Lord.      LSB 190 

   C  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Epistle Reading 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

 Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ 

Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies, but test everything; hold fast what is good. 

Abstain from every form of evil. 

 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body 

be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 

       L This is the Word of the Lord. 

       C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

Alleluia                                                                                                                     LSB pg. 190 

 

 
 

Gospel Reading John 1:6-8, 19-28      LSB pg. 191 
 

     L The Holy Gospel according to St. John the first chapter. 

     C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the 

light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. . . . 
 

 This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are 

you?” He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” And they asked him, “What then? Are 

you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” So they said to him, “Who are 

you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice 

of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 

 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are 

neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands 

one you do not know, even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” These 

things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

   L  This is the Gospel of the Lord.      

   C  Praise to You, O Christ.                  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Nicene Creed 

       L    Christian, what do you believe? 

       C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth  

        and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

   begotten of His Father before all worlds,  

   God of God, Light of Light, 

   very God of very God,  

   begotten, not made,  

   being of one substance with the Father,  

   by whom all things were made; 

   who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary  

   and was made man;  

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  

He suffered and was buried.       A 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures  

   and ascended into heaven  

and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

   And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

   whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the Lord and giver of life, 

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

   who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

   who spoke by the prophets. 

   And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

   I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

   and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

   and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Hymn of the Day LSB 345 “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding”           MERTON 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Sermon    “Seeing With Ears” based on Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11   Vicar Caleb Worral 
 

Prayer of the Church  “Litany from Evening Prayer”   LSB Pgs. 249-251 
 

   

   
 

   L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

   C Lord, have mercy. 

   L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,  

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

   C Lord, have mercy. 

   L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise,  

let us pray to the Lord: 

   C Lord, have mercy. 

   L For all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

   C Lord, have mercy. 

   L For the President, for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld 

and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

   C Lord, have mercy. 

   L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

   C Lord, have mercy. 

   L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation,  

those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant 

mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

   C Lord, have mercy. 

   L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

   C Lord, have mercy. 

   L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

   C Lord, have mercy. 

   L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

   C Lord, have mercy. 

 

The prayers then continue: 
 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Silence for individual prayer may follow.  

     

 
 

Collect for Peace        LSB Pg. 251 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that 

peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, 

being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.  

 

Offering -the offering is being collected at the Narthex-Sanctuary door. 
 

Christmas Program Sunday School Christmas Program Video 

 

 Service of the Sacrament  
 

Preface          LSB pgs. 194-195 

          L The Lord be with you.      2 Timothy 4:22 

    
           

    L Lift up your hearts.  Colossians 3:1 

    
           

    L Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.   Psalm 136 

    
 

Proper Preface         LSB pgs. 194 

 

    L It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 

Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the 

promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance 

that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory.  

       C Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Sanctus   “Holy, Holy, Holy”       Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9; LSB Pg. 195  

                             

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Lord’s Prayer        LSB pg. 196 

       P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

       C Our Father who art in heaven,      Matthew 6:9-13 

         hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  

         Thy will be done on earth  

       as it is in heaven; 

         give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

       as we forgive those 

       who trespass against us; 

         and lead us not into temptation,  

         but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

         and the power and the glory 

         forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Words of our Lord  

                                                                                              

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,  

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:  

“Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,  

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament  

in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini   “The Peace of the Lord”                          John 20:19, LSB pg.197 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

       C    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Agnus Dei     “Lamb of God”                  John1:29; LSB Pg. 198 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

Distribution 
 

Distribution Hymn LSB 349 “Hark the Glad Sound”      CHESTERFIELD 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 



 

 

Distribution Hymn LSB 353 “Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring”  SIEH, HIER BIN ICH Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Distribution Hymn LSB 333 “Once He Came in Blessing”    GOTTES SOHN IST KOMMEN 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004370 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Dismissal                                                                                                           LSB Pg. 199 

       L  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. 

Depart  in peace. 

       C   Amen. 
 

Nunc Dimittis     “Nunc Dimittis            Luke 2:29-32; LSB Pg. 199 

 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

Thanksgiving        Psalm 107:1, LSB pgs. 200 

   L O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

   C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

Post-Communion Collect       LSB pg. 201 

   L       O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son 

into the flesh,  
 

we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, 

   C      and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit 

that we may be enabled constantly to serve You;  

  L    through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C        Amen.  



 

 

Salutation, Benedicamus & Benediction        LSB pgs. 201-202 

   L   The Lord be with you.       2 Timothy 4:22 

   C   And with thy spirit. 
    

   L   Bless we the Lord.       Psalm 103:1 

   C   Thanks be to God.         
 

   L   The Lord bless you and keep you.     Number 6:24-26 

    The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and  give you peace. 
 

 
 
 

Closing Hymn LSB 338 ”Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”  JEFFERSON 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sending 

       L Go in peace, and serve the Lord 

       C    Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 

 
 

 

 

The liturgy is printed by permission Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. | Music is printed by permission © 2020 Christian Copyright Licensing International. 

All rights reserved. Copyright License #217696, and also as noted. 

 



 

 

Advent & Christmas 
November 29th First Sunday of Advent 

8:00 am, 10:45 am & 1:30 pm 

Isaiah 64:1-9, I Corinthians 1:3-9, Mark 13:24-37 
 

December 6th Second Sunday of Advent 

8:00 am, 10:45 am & 1:30 pm 

Isaiah 40:1-11, 2 Peter 3:8-14, Mark 1:1-8 
 

December 13th Third Sunday of Advent 

8:00 am, 10:45 am & 1:30 pm 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11, I Thessalonians 5:16-24, John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

December 20th Fourth Sunday of Advent 

8:00 am, 10:45 am & 1:30 pm 

The Great “O” Antiphons 
 

Mid-Week Services Signing-up is not required for the Mid-Week Services. 

12:00 & 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary December 2, 9, & 16  

Sermon Series on Advent Hymns 

There will be a hymn sing each week at 6:50 p.m. 
 

Christmas Eve Services  
Please sign-up in advance for Christmas Eve Services (call, text or email). 

12:00, 3:00, 6:00, 8:00, 10:00 pm in the Sanctuary December 24th 

Candlelight at all services 
 

Christmas Day Service Signing-up is not required for the Christmas Day Service. 

9:30 am in the Sanctuary December 25th 
 

December 27th The First Sunday of Christmas Signing-up is not required. 

8:00 am, 10:45 am & 1:30 pm in the Sanctuary 

 

January 3rd The Second Sunday of Christmas Signing-up is not required. 

8:00 am, 10:45 am & 1:30 pm in the Sanctuary 
 

All services are held in the main sanctuary. 

Visit our website for more information: stjohndublin.org 
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