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December 27, 2020  |  Feast of St. John, Apostle and Evangelist  |  8:00 a.m. & 1:30 p.m. 
 

          This year, the holy evangelist St. Mark greets us to lead us 

through a new Church Year. He does not, however, greet us as we might 

expect. For one thing, he seems to have forgotten all about Christmas! 

At least Matthew and Luke tell of Mary and Joseph and the baby lying 

in a manger and of angels and shepherds. But Mark? While Christmas 

is the earthly “beginning” of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, this preacher 

means that his entire story, is but “the beginning of the Gospel.” It is as 

if he means to say that the Baptist’s call to repentance comes to us In 

Medias Res, that is, in the middle of everything else, in the middle of 

the biblical story and in the middle of our lives and activities, right now. 

He is saying, “Stop what you’re doing. Repent again and welcome the 

Greater One, Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” The Christian faith and life 

is one of continual repentance and faith. Watch and listen as our Lord 

comes to us again, now, by His Spirit in His Word and Sacraments. 
 

 

Prelude 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

To Our Congregation and Guests about the Lord’s Supper 

          The Lord’s Supper is Jesus’ meal of forgiveness and strength. However, because those who eat 

and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because we also 

believe that receiving the Lord’s Supper together is an outward profession of unity with one another 

in faith and doctrine, we would therefore only invite communicant members of the Lutheran Church 

– Missouri Synod to receive this gift with us. If you still desire to receive the sacrament, please first 

speak with the pastor.  

         Guests are still encouraged to come to the altar, cross their arms over their chests, and receive 

a special blessing. 

         Preparation for the Lord’s Supper can be made by reading the front inside cover and pp. 326-

327 of the hymnal along with reaffirming the following statements: 

• I am baptized. 

• I repent of my sins, trusting in Jesus’ atoning sacrifice for forgiveness and eternal life. 

• I believe that I will eat Jesus’ actual flesh and blood in, with, and under bread and wine. 

• As Jesus has forgiven and loved me, I do not refuse to forgive and love. 

• By God’s grace I will continue to frequently receive Word and Sacrament,  

and I will strive to lead a Godly life to the praise and honor of Jesus’ holy name. 

 
 

Divine Service 3 

LSB pgs. 184-202 

 

http://www.stjohndublin.org/


 

 Service of Preparation  
 

Hymn of Invocation LSB 375    “Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising”              QUEM PASTORE 
 

 

 

 
 

   5   Oh, the joy beyond expressing 

When by faith we grasp this blessing, 

And to You we come confessing 

    That Your love has set us free. 
 

   6   Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us, 

From Your lowly manger cheer us, 

Gently lead us and be near us 

    Till we join Your choir above. 
 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004370 

Tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 Confession and Absolution  
 

    L    In the name of the Father and the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  LSB pgs. 184-185 

    C  Amen.                Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
  

    L  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins  

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ  

to grant us forgiveness.       [Hebrews 10:22] 
 

    L  Our help is in the name of the Lord,     Psalm 124:8 

    C  who made heaven and earth. 

    L  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

    C  and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.    Psalm 32:5 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

       L O almighty God, merciful Father, 

       C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of 

Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being. 
 

       P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.     John 20:19-23 

       C Amen. 

 



 

 Service of the Word  
 

Kyrie    “Lord, Have Mercy”           Mark 10:47, LSB pg. 186 

 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis   “Glory to God in the Highest”           Luke 2:14; John 1:29 LSB pg. 187 

 

 

 

 
 

Continued on the next page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C     Glory be to God on high: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day       LSB 189 

       L The Lord be with you.       2 Timothy 4:22 

    C  And with thy spirit. 

    L  Let us pray. 
 

       C Merciful Lord, cast the bright beams of Your light upon Your Church that we,  

being instructed in the doctrine of Your blessed apostle and evangelist John, 

may come to the light of everlasting life; 

    L for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

       C Amen. 

 

First Reading Revelation 1:1–6 

 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the 

things that must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant 

John, who bore witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to 

all that he saw. Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed 

are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near. 

 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 

 Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and 

from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, 

the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. 

 To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made us a 

kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 

Amen. 

       L This is the Word of the Lord.      LSB 190 

   C  Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading 1 John 1:1-2:2 

 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with 

our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of 

life— the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you 

the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— that which we 



 

have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; 

and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. And we are 

writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, 

and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in 

darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 

light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from 

all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess 

our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in 

us. 

 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 

anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the 

propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

       L This is the Word of the Lord. 

       C Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia                                                                                                                     LSB pg. 190 
 

 
 

Gospel Reading John 21:20-25      LSB pg. 191 
 

     L The Holy Gospel according to St. John the twenty-first chapter. 

     C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who 

had been reclining at table close to him and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going to betray 

you?” When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about this man?” Jesus said to him, 

“If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow me!” So the 

saying spread abroad among the brothers that this disciple was not to die; yet Jesus did 

not say to him that he was not to die, but, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what 

is that to you?” 

 This is the disciple who is bearing witness about these things, and who has written 

these things, and we know that his testimony is true. 

 Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to 

be written, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written. 

       L  This is the Gospel of the Lord.      

   C  Praise to You, O Christ.                  



 

Apostles’ Creed        LSB pg. 192 

       L    Christian, what do you believe? 

       C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried.  
     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living  

     and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Hymn of the Day LSB 523 “O Word of God Incarnate”    MUNICH 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sermon   “Martyrs in Secret” based on John 21:20-25 
 

Prayer of the Church               1 Timothy 2:1-4 

L Gathered as God’s people and as heirs of an eternal inheritance,  

C let us pray for the whole Church and for all who bear the name of Jesus Christ, who 

is our Light and our Salvation.  

       L Lord, in Your mercy, 

       C hear our prayer. 
 

L As we remember St. John, Apostle and Evangelist, we pray for the Church, asking that 

through her the joyous news of salvation be proclaimed as the Holy Spirit directs.  

C Give us faith to acknowledge and rejoice in the fellowship that we share in Christ 

with people here and in every place, that we may see in each sister and brother in 

Christ a reflection of Your glory.  

       L Lord, in Your mercy, 

       C hear our prayer. 
 

L Lord of all, watch over our nation and grant Your divine favor to all who bear office in our 

land, especially the president and Congress of the United States, the governor and 

legislature of this Ohio and to all those who make, administer, and judge our laws.  

C Help them to serve all those in their care according to Your holy will, that we may 

live in peace and safety. 
 

L Save us from pestilence and plague, for unseasonable weather, and the dangers that are 

ever-present in our lives.  

C Grant us Your blessing as one calendar year closes and another begins.  

       L Lord, in Your mercy, 

       C hear our prayer. 
 

       L Give a special measure of blessing to those with special needs.  

       C Especially we remember the sick, the shut-in, those dealing with depression, those who 

sorrow, and others known to us who at this time are in need of prayer. Help us to be 

people who bless, encourage, and strengthen all those in our circles of relationship and 

beyond.  

       L Lord, in Your mercy, 

       C hear our prayer. 
 

 

 



 

L Sovereign Lord, we remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served You in 

Your Church on earth, who now rest from their labors, [especially . . .].  

Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. Bless 

the communion we share on earth as we await the Supper of the Lamb in His kingdom.  

       L Lord, in Your mercy, 

       C hear our prayer. 

L All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, heavenly Father, for 

the sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, forever. 

       C Amen. 
 

Offering -the offering is being collected at the Narthex-Sanctuary door. 

Offertory                Psalm 51:10-12; LSB pgs. 192-193 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 Service of the Sacrament  
 

Preface          LSB pgs. 194-195 

          L The Lord be with you.      2 Timothy 4:22 

    
           

    L Lift up your hearts.  Colossians 3:1 

    
           

    L Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.   Psalm 136 

    
 

Proper Preface         LSB pgs. 194 

    L It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, for You have mightily governed and 

protected Your holy Church, in which the blessed apostles and evangelists proclaimed Your 

divine and saving Gospel. 

       C Therefore with patriarchs and prophets, apostles and evangelists, with Your servant 

St. John and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sanctus   “Holy, Holy, Holy”       Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9; LSB Pg. 195  

                             

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Lord’s Prayer        LSB pg. 196 

       P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

       C Our Father who art in heaven,      Matthew 6:9-13 

         hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  

         Thy will be done on earth  

       as it is in heaven; 

         give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

       as we forgive those 

       who trespass against us; 

         and lead us not into temptation,  

         but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

         and the power and the glory 

         forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Words of our Lord  

                                                                                              

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,  

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:  

“Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,  

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament  

in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini   “The Peace of the Lord”                          John 20:19, LSB pg.197 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

       C    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   Agnus Dei     “Lamb of God”                  John1:29; LSB Pg. 198 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Distribution 

 

Distribution Hymn LSB 371  “Let Our Gladness Banish Sadness”   CAS RADOSTI 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Text: © 1960 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004370 

Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 



 

Distribution Hymn LSB 361 “O Little Town of Bethlehem”   ST. LOUIS 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Distribution Hymn LSB 376 “Once in Royal David’s City”    IRBY 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004370 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Dismissal                                                                                                           LSB Pg. 199 

       L  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart  in peace. 

       C   Amen. 
 

Nunc Dimittis     “Nunc Dimittis            Luke 2:29-32; LSB Pg. 199 

 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  
 

 

 

 



 

Thanksgiving        Psalm 107:1, LSB pgs. 200 

   L O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

   C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

Post-Communion Collect       LSB pg. 201 

   L       O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent 

Your only-begotten Son into the flesh,  
 

we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, 

   C      and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You;  

  L    through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C        Amen.  
 

Salutation, Benedicamus & Benediction        LSB pgs. 201-202 

   L   The Lord be with you.       2 Timothy 4:22 

   C   And with thy spirit. 
    

   L   Bless we the Lord.       Psalm 103:1 

   C   Thanks be to God.         
 

   L   The Lord bless you and keep you.     Number 6:24-26 

    The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Closing Hymn LSB 367   “Angels from the Realms of Glory”   REGENT SQUARE 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Sending 

       L Go in peace, and serve the Lord 

       C    Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 



 

Christmas to Epiphany 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The Second Sunday after Christmas  
Signing-up is not required. 

January 3rd 8:00 am, 10:45 am & 1:30 pm 
 

The Baptism of Our Lord  
Sign up in advance for the 3rd Sunday of Christmas (call or email). 

 

January 10th 8:00 am, 10:45 am & 1:30 pm 
 

All services are held in the main sanctuary. 

Visit our website for more information: stjohndublin.org 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The liturgy is printed by permission Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission. | Music is printed by permission © 2020 Christian Copyright Licensing International.  

All rights reserved. Copyright License #217696, and also as noted. 
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